case fully, because he deserves, more so than any man I have ever had the honor of 
poersonal'ly meeting, to receive the due process that he has been promised by the 
laws of the United States and Ohio. 



Further affiant sayeth naught. 



iAlUjJ 



Little Rock (aka Timothy) Reed 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Aprils, 1998 



SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED in my presence on thisjtcP~day of 

April, ]998. 



(Vfc^^L ffbt 



Notary Public 



My Commission expires M^f— U 



1- 



John Perotti O.S.P. # 167712 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Road 
Youngstown, OHIO 44505 
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THE 

STRUGGLES 

OF 

JOHN 

PEROTTI 



The Lucasville Prison 
Rebellion & Beyond 




Support Jo ho Perotti vy^ia-' 

John has spent nearly twenty years in prison, he has spent I S~ of those years in control units. 
These are units designed to break people through a combination of isolation and behaviour 
modification techniques. John origionally entered the prison system because of petty crimes 
associated witn his wiid days as a young man. He has spent so long in prison because he has fought 
against injusucs tooth and nail wherever he has found it in the Ohio prison system. Extra time and 
loss of the chance of parole has resulted in his stay in prison being much longer than he or anyone else 
ever thought it would be. John has fought back through the court system, he educated himself, and 
has filed many writs and civil suits against guards and officials in the prison and state 
legistarure. These battles have been fought on his behalf as well as fos fellow arisonerSWcbn has 
fought cases concerning living and working conditions, brutality by guards as well as challenges to 
court ruling and prison rules and regulations. The reward for fighting back and worst still 
succeeding, has been beatings that. have landed him in the hospitaJ and additional charges and court 
cases. Some of the beatings have lead to John filing suit and getting guards into court. John received 
an extra 10-15 years for a stabbing that took place in a block he was in. At a travasty of a trial in 
which he was held in full restraints and flanked by guards, the prisoner who did it confessed but John 
still got the time. John was at Lucasville, the scene of his most bitter battles. He had a long history 
there at Luke, and received harsh treatment. John is now at the Supermax Prison at Youngstown. ' 
Isolation is the strongest weapon of the prisoncrats, it is the real- mind killer, we can break that hold 
by maintaining contact. Short messages of support can make all the difference. John will reply to all 
letters, although shortage of stamps may cause a bit of delay. His address now is, John Perotti 
167-712 Ohio State Penitentiary Youngstown, Ohio 44505 Some words from John. After serving 
scvevceen years,! was scheduled to see the parole board in November 1997. Due. to the fact I was on 
a-hunger strike to support a work stoppage, the paroie board continued me sixty days without seeing 
t "|, The> used the excuse that they wanted more inxcrniauan on tue 10-15 they added to my 
sentence; In January 1998, the parole board continued me 10. more years, allegedly due to the 
violence of this case. 1 retained counsel and an investigator and obtained an affidavit from the victim 
saying I was not the one who stabbed him, and that I should be released from prison. This was 
submitted to the parole board, who still refused to change their decision. This means I must go back 
through the court system to try and obtain justice. I am in desperate need of funds to pay for counsel. 
Any and all donations would befljeatly appreciated, and can be sent to, J Perotti 1 142 Hall Ave.- 
Lakewood,Ohio 44107 Twenty ye'arY in prison is totally disproportionate to my offence. Yet! will 
continue to fight for my freedom I thank all of you who have assisted and written with words of 
support. John 



John Perotti O.S.P. # 167712 
878 Coitsville-Hubbard Road 
Youngstown, OHIO 44505 



extradition jurisprudence, the NM Supreme Court went even further than the lower 
court, finding that the APA and DORC officials' actions were "ccnspiratoriaT and 
'illegal." They not only deprived me of my constitutional rights to free speech and to 
due process, but the evidence proved that Ohio officials intend to cause me serious 
bodily harm or death for asserting my first amendment rights. Worded another way the 
New Mexico Supreme Court essentially found that DORC and APA officials are guilty 
of conspiracy to commit murder. The NM Supreme Court's decision is attached as 
exhiDit-C. 

6. John Perotti has suffered more reprisals and indignities at the hands of 
prison .and parole officials than anyone I know of. including myself, for asserting his 
constitutionally guaranteed right to petition the goverment for redress of Grievances 

nnRP TftTi hiS i ree SpeeCh riQhtS in me f0rm 0f "^s "«MI of the APA and' 
DORC. In fact, Perotti was responsible for providing evidence to support me in mv New 

B and C. It is illogical to think that the APA, or anyone appointed by the APA. can 
preside over any hearing relating to John Perotti in a "neutral and detached fashion 
as required by the United States and Ohio constitutions. The APA and DORC officiate 
have received the humiliation of the century partially due to John Perottfs partdoation 
in my case and they know it and loath him as they loath me. It can be expected that 
their hatred for Perotti, and their attendent reprisals against him, will only increase with 
further publicity of this matter. The Ohio newspapers have been covering the case ** 
it will be the feature story for the June edition of the ABA Journal, which is certain to 
draw national attention, not only to my case, but to his if I can help it 

7. Although the NM Supreme Court has stated that my case contains a 
"uniqie fact pattern that is supported by compelling evidence," I know that it ts not 
unique, and I believe that if the Ohio courts will ailow John Perotti to present his case 
as the New Mexico courts have allowed me to present mine, Perotti will demonstrate a 
similar fact pattern with regard to his continued unlawful detention For many years he 
has been and continues to be harrassed, persecuted, tortured, falsely charged with 
rule violations, and indefinitely confined as a direct result of his seffless attempts to 
vindicate the human rights of prisoners through nonviolent means. 

a I speak the truth and I address these same matters in my published 
writings and at the meetings of such organizations as the Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences, yet the APA and DORC officials have never sued me for libel or slander 
because they know that I will prove them to be dishonest and deceitful. In this same 
way, I assert that John Perotti is a man with integrity who will tell the truth He has been 
involved in an overwhelming amount of litigation on behalf of Ohio prisoners and he 
has written hundreds of articles that have been published, yet the officials have never 
attempted to impeach him. That is because they cannot Moreover, they wouldn't dare 
charge him with libel or slander, because he would then receive a full opportunity to 
prove his allegations in a court of law, and his detracters do not want that. 

9. I implore the courts of Ohio to afford Perotti an opportunity to present his 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
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COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) SS: AFFIDAVIT OF LITTLE ROCK REED 



I, Little Rock Reed, swear upon my honor that what I am about to say is the truth. 
and that I make this statement under penalties of perjury. I further affirm that this 
statement is based upon my personal knowledge and belief, and that I am competent 
to testify thusly: 

1 . I am a former prisoner of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation & 
Correction (DORC), having spent time there from May 1982 until May 1992. 1 spent the 
last approximately eight years of my confinement in the Southern Ohio Correctional 
Facility (SOCF). I was serving a 7-to-25 year sentence for aggravated robbery and 
theft of drugs. 

2. I was detained for many years beyond that which is standard for 
prisoners in Ohio under the same types of convictions and sentences as I received. My 
extended confinement was the direct result of my legitimate political activities - that is, 
for asserting my constitutional rights. Attached as exhibit A is a document which was 
handed to me by the chairman of the APA on February 5, 1991. it indicates that I had 
my parole rescinded because I talked about my constitutional rights. This was a clear 
violation of the law, as admitted by the APA in habeas corpus proceedings in Scioto 
County Case No. 91-C1-122 (1991). However, the case was dismissed on the 
grounds that I had no right to challenge the APA's actions in a court of law until after I 
had served the entire 25-year sentence. Additional details are contained in the article 
attached hereto as exhibit-B which appeared in the Spring 1998 edition of The 
Vindicator, the official journal of the Ohio Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers. 

3. The Vindicator material attached as exhibit-B demonstrates that, as one 
lawyer put it, "Not since Ohio Volunteer Units in the Union Army were mauled and then 
routed by the Army of Tennessee at the battie of Chicamauga has the presige of this 
state (Ohio) suffered a greater humiliation at the hands of another state, and that was 
during a declared state of civil war." Exhibit-B. 

4. The humiliation referred to above was in reference to a recent decision of 
the Suprerme Court of the State of New Mexico, in which the court affirmed a lower 
court's decision to grant me political asylum and deny Ohio's request for my extradition 
because, as the lower court found, DORC and APA officials' demand for my extradition 
"is premised on the desire to silence [me], in violation of [my] constitutional rights," and 
that as a result of the DORC and APA's actions against me, I fled Ohio under a 
reasonable fear for [my] safety and life." 

5. In the New Mexico Supreme Court's decision. Reed v. State of New 

Mexico, 947 P. 2d 86 (NM 1997). the court wrote that my case was distinguished from 
all other extradition cases because of "a unique fact pattern that is supported by 
compelling evidence." Following a de novo examination of the evidence and 
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10. Attached as Exhibit B is an exact copy of the document 
submitted by me to Warden Kontah, containing a summary of 
retaliatory and abusive conduct by prison officials towards John 
W. Perotti that had been reported to ae as of January 23, 1998. 

11. I am aware that John W. Perotti has completed several 
paralegal training courses and is known as a "jailhouse lawyer." 

12. I am aware that during approximately sixteen years in 
prison, John W. Perotti has filed many grievances and several lav 
suits, some of which he has won, and that he is knowledgeable 
about prison regulations and case law. 

13. I am aware that John W, Perotti has provided assistance 
to other prisoners in the preparation of legal documents, as is 
permitted by section 5120-9-43 (E) of the Ohio Administrative 
Code. 

14. I am aware that the Supreme Court of New Hexico quotes 
from an affidavit submitted by John Perotti dated October 3, 
1994, stating that on August 6, 1994 he "was assaulted by prison 
guards in retaliation for attempting to distribute an article 
written by Little Rock (aka Timothy) Reed" and that said prison 
guards "told me that my beating was nothing compared to what 
Little Rock {aka Timothy) Reed could expect if and when he is 
returned to the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility." 

15. I believe that John W. Perotti has a deep and genuine 
concern for the welfare of other people, particularly those whose 
civil rights are not being respected, and that his abilities and 
energies could well be directed toward making constructive 
contributions to society. 



2./ 



Further affiant sayeth naught. 



ojlm. &j 



Alice Lynd 

Signed in my presence and affirmed before me this *9vk 
day of r\M 1998. 



¥ 



:ary Public 



Nota 

STAUGKTOm Lynd 

Atiomty it law 

lotirr Pubfc, State of OWo 

% CMtmtM Hm K» Deration Di'j 



STATE OF OHIO 

TRUMBULL COUNTY 



) ss 



7X> 



AFFIDAVIT 



I, Alice Lynd, do affirm that I have personal knowledge of 
the following and am competent to testify to the same, and sta^ei 

1. I reside at 1694 Timbers Court, Niles, Ohio, and I am am 
attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Ohio. 

2. I have been aware of articles written by John W. Perotti 
at least since 1996 when he provided me with information 
concerning conditions under super-maximum security incarceratice- 

3. I first met John W. Perotti during the summer of 1997 
when I requested an attorney visit with him to ask him about 
circumstances at the Southern Ohio Correctional Facility at 
Lucasville, Ohio prior to the riot there in April 1993. 

4. I was contacted by John W. Perotti in September 1997 at 
which time he asked me and Attorney Staughton Lynd to give hin 
legal assistance. 

5. Attorney Staughton Lynd and I made numerous attorney 
visits to John W. Perotti while he was incarcerated at Trumbull 
Correctional Institution between September 1997 and April 1998. 

6. Since September 1997, John W. Perotti has sent us many 
letters and documents including but not limited to informal 
complaint resolutions, grievances, letters to the Ohio Departaenfc 
of Rehabilitation and Correction and the Adult Parole Authority, 
affidavits, CRIPA complaints, and a copy of the decision of tlie 
Supreme Court of New Mexico in the case of Timothy TLittle Rock7 
Reed vs. State of New Mexico et al. 

7. During the month of January 1998, I believed that a 
vicious cycle of antagonism between John W. Perotti and the stafi" 
at Trumbull Correctional Institution had reached a dangerous 
level and was approaching a point where someone would get hurt. 

8. I prepared a summary of John w. Perotti 1 s complaints and 
reports of retaliatory behavior (excluding names of the officers 
involved in order not to antagonize them further) , which I 
reviewed with John W. Perotti, and mailed with a covering letter 
to the Warden at Trumbull Correctional Institution, Khelleh 
Konteh, on January 25, 1998. 

9. Attached as Exhibit A is an exact copy of my letter to 
Warden Konteh dated January 25, 1998. 



In 1990 the Slate Highway Patrol was ordered lo investigate all 
aspects of the notorious Southern Ohio Correctional Facility 
(SOCF) outside of Lucasville by then Governor Celeste. This was 
in response to hundreds of letters written lo the Correctional Insti- 
tution Inspection Committee by SOCF prisoners alleging a wide 
array of mistreatments and brutalities. I myself, in conjunction with 
a small number of other SOCF prisoners, had prepared a 38-page 
human rights petition asking Amnesty International to investigate 
torture and violations of the United Nations Standard Minimum 
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners at SOCF. We had over 200 
pages of exhibits detailing brutality by guards, as well as many 
other atrocities and institutional Haws at SOCF. We were infracted 
for "unauthorized group activity" and possessing "contraband," and 
the conditions, untreated, worsened. 

In 1993 SOCF warden Terry Morris was transferred to another 
facility and Arthur Tate was appointed SOCFs new warden. Tate 
began instituting new and harsher rules on a daily basis, locked-down 
most of the prison, and began a wave of repression previously 
unmatched. It was all done in die name of "making the prison safe." 
In reality there were more stabbings, beatings and killings after Tale 
began his authoritarian reign than before. All of this came to a head 
on April II, 1993, Easter Sunday. Four hundred and thirty -Five pris- 
oners took over L-block in response to, among other things, what 
was going to be a total lockdown to force tuberculosis tests on all 
prisoners. Many Muslims were religiously opposed to having blood 
samples taken from them, but their concerns and beliefs were 
ignored. Nine prisoners and one guard died in the rebellion. The pris- 
oners held the prison for eleven days. 

The last of the 407 surviving prisoners to leave the prisoner-con- 
trolled block were identified as belonging to the Aryan Brotherhood, 
Muslims and Black Gangster Disciples. 1 Though some of these iden- 
tifications were inaccurate, all prisoners who had rioted and were 
thought to be affiliated with these groups were taken to the Mans- 
field Correctional Institute (MANCI). They were classified as 
administrative control status and were held two per cell. They were 
denied sufficient medical care, had their visitors turned away, their 
recreational periods cut short, their mail and food tampered with, and 
were harassed in every other way possible. 

The prison administrators easily focused die media on various vio- 
lent acts committed by prisoners during the eleven day siege to dis- 
tract news services from investigating the conditions that caused 435 
prisoners' desperate attempt to take matters into their own hands. 
Prisoners hung banners out of SOCF windows during the rebellion 
asking the FBI to investigate the prison, but were ignored. The prison 
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